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as mine in Tennessee, that don’t have
passenger train service at this time.

For all these reasons and for all the
reasons that Congressman DENHAM—
Chairman DENHAM—just mentioned, I
think this is a bill that deserves the
support of all the Members on both
sides of the aisle.

I rise in strong support of this legis-
lation.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Again, we support the rule and the
underlying bill. I want to thank every-
body involved. This is a bipartisan ef-
fort.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I want to reiterate the partnership
that went on here not just with the un-
derlying bill, but with the amendment
process that is happening here, seven
amendments available for our col-
leagues this afternoon.

If you don’t want to see Amtrak sub-
sidized by the Federal Government—a
lot of folks would have kept your voice
silent—this amendment process allows
your voice to be heard.

If you want to make sure that all the
folks doing contracting with Amtrak
are focused on veterans and veteran-
owned small businesses—you want that
included in the underlying bill—we
have an amendment process today that
allows you to add that language.

If you are concerned about the in-
spector general’s reports and what they
are looking at and how they are calcu-
lating it, we give you a chance to make
those changes.

Issue after issue after issue, Mr.
Speaker—again, three Republican
ideas, four Democratic ideas—we allow
those to come to the floor in this bill.

Mr. Speaker, passenger rail is an ex-
ample of one of those things that di-
vides this country. If you live in Cali-
fornia, as the chairman does, you have
a spectacular rail system. If you live in
the Northeast corridor, you have a
spectacular rail system.

If you live in the State of Georgia,
you can ride your horse to your next
destination faster than you can take
the train. That is not an inequity that
we are going to solve in this bill; and,
arguably, we don’t even need to solve
that inequity.

I am happy for my friends in the
Northeast corridor to have spectacular
service. It is profitable. Folks want it,
folks need it, folks use it, and folks are
willing to dig into their pockets to pay
for it.

In fact, there is an amendment that
is going to be offered here today, Mr.
Speaker, that would allow competitive
private train service in that corridor.
Now, that is going to be up to the body
to decide whether or not they think
that is a good idea.

Imagine that, imagine that, Mr.
Speaker, that before us today you have
your choice of: Do you want the bill as
the committee has crafted it, saving
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money, as my friend from Tennessee
described? Do you want to eliminate
Amtrak subsidies altogether and say,
We do not have a national interest in
rail, and our budget will reflect that?
Or do we want to allow even more rail
service by allowing private competi-
tion on some of these Amtrak-owned
routes?

Mr. Speaker, that is why I came to
this body. I am not going to try to
twist any arms on this floor about
which amendments they ought to vote
for and which they don’t. Folks have
their own set of a million constituents
back home, and they ought to rep-
resent those interests.

What I will twist arms on this floor
to do, Mr. Speaker, is to support the
rule that allows for this kind of open
debate. As I think my friend from Mas-
sachusetts would agree, we have not al-
ways had the open debates on impor-
tant issues that I think we would all
agree should be had. It is a process, and
today, we got that process right.

This rule is worthy of the support of

all of my colleagues: Republicans,
Democrats, north, south, east, and
west.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, House Report
114-36, the report to accompany H. Res. 134,
the special rule governing consideration of
H.R. 749, contains an inaccurate summary of
Amendment #6 offered by Mr. MCCLINTOCK of
California. The summary should read as fol-
lows:

The amendment eliminates all Federal as-
sistance for Amtrak.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate disagree to the request
for conference by the House of Rep-
resentatives on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses to the bill (H.R. 240)
“An Act making appropriations for the
Department of Homeland Security for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2015, and for other purposes.”.

————
0 1315

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to take from the Speaker’s table the
bill (H.R. 240) making appropriations
for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, and for other purposes,
with the Senate amendment thereto,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DENHAM). The Clerk will report the
Senate amendment.

H1535

The Clerk read as follows:
Senate amendment:
Strike all after the first word and insert
the following:
the following sums are appropriated, out of any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2015, and for other purposes, namely:
TITLE I
DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT AND
OPERATIONS
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY AND EXECUTIVE
MANAGEMENT

For mecessary expenses of the Office of the
Secretary of Homeland Security, as authorized
by section 102 of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 (6 U.S.C. 112), and executive management
of the Department of Homeland Security, as au-
thorized by law, $132,573,000: Provided, That
not to exceed $45,000 shall be for official recep-
tion and representation expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That all official costs associated with the
use of government aircraft by Department of
Homeland Security personnel to support official
travel of the Secretary and the Deputy Sec-
retary shall be paid from amounts made avail-
able for the Immediate Office of the Secretary
and the Immediate Office of the Deputy Sec-
retary: Provided further, That not later than 30
days after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Homeland Security shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of the Senate
and the House of Representatives, the Commit-
tees on the Judiciary of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate, the Committee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representatives,
and the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate, a com-
prehensive plan for implementation of the bio-
metric entry and exit data system required
under section 7208 of the Intelligence Reform
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (8 U.S.C.
1365b), including the estimated costs for imple-
mentation.

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
MANAGEMENT

For mecessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Management, as authorized
by sections 701 through 705 of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 341 through 345),
$187,503,000, of which not to exceed $2,250 shall
be for official reception and representation ex-
penses: Provided, That of the total amount
made available under this heading, $4,493,000
shall remain available until September 30, 2016,
solely for the alteration and improvement of fa-
cilities, tenant improvements, and relocation
costs to consolidate Department headquarters
operations at the Nebraska Avenue Complex;
and 36,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2016, for the Human Resources Infor-
mation Technology program: Provided further,
That the Under Secretary for Management shall
include in the President’s budget proposal for
fiscal year 2016, submitted pursuant to section
1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, a Com-
prehensive Acquisition Status Report, which
shall include the information required under the
heading ‘‘Office of the Under Secretary for
Management’ under title I of division D of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2012 (Public
Law 112-74), and shall submit quarterly updates
to such report not later than 45 days after the
completion of each quarter.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

For mecessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Financial Officer, as authorized by sec-
tion 103 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6
U.S.C. 113), $52,020,000: Provided, That the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall submit to the
Committees on Appropriations of the Senate and
the House of Representatives, at the time the
President’s budget proposal for fiscal year 2016
is submitted pursuant to section 1105(a) of title
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